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to be hoping that any misfortunes are true; but, fortunately,
one's wishes do not add a hair to the scale, except one is
a stock-jobber. Such gentry coin disasters, to cheat some-
body by sinking the funds without cause. If gospels mended
mankind, there should have been a new sermon preached on
the Mount, since 'Change Alley was built, and since money-
changers were driven out of the Temple over all Europe.

Friday, 14th.

Mrs. Darner arrived last night. She looks in better health
than when she went, but I cannot say, at all plumper. She
said,' Pray, tell Sir Horace how much obliged to him I am;
and, do you know,5 she added, 'that he is not only one of
the most amiable men in the world, but the most agreeable ? *
I see that you understood her as well as she does you, for
you have given her an antique foot that is the perfection of
sculpture, I have not time to add a word more, but that
she told me that at Paris the universal language is, that the
late change in the English ministry est Men malheureicx pour
la France.

2319.   To THE COUNTESS OP UPPEE OSSOEY.

Berkeley Square, June IS, 1782.

THOUGH it was being ungrateful for your kind note, Madam,
I could not bring myself to write when I had nothing to tell
you but about myself. What can be said of a lame old
creature but that he is still alive ? I have been for two
days at Strawberry to sleep in the air, which was literally
all I could do, for it rained every minute, and, unless I had
a pair of Mrs. Noah's clogs, I could not have set my foot out
of the ark. I found every mortal at Twickenham as ill as
they have been in town. Both Lady Di's daughters were
in bed, Lady Browne very bad, and Mrs. Olive, I think, in letters from France which say that their losses
